


Scholarships are a
form of gift aid,
money that does not
need  to be repaid or
earned. 

Types of 
scholarships:

Institutional scholarships:
This award money comes directly
from the government or the
college/university you plan to attend. 

In general, there is more institutional
scholarship money available than
private scholarship money. 

Students should start their search
with a focus on institutional
scholarships.

Private scholarships
This award money is sometimes called
“outside scholarships”, and comes from
independent, non-college-controlled
sources; such as foundations,
corporations, community
organizations, and philanthropists. 

There is a huge variety of private
scholarships. They can be awarded
based on hobbies, career interests, or
chosen major. Or, they can be based on
personal or social criteria such as
gender, race, religion, disability status.
Still other private scholarships are
linked to some sort of achievement,
such academic, athletic, artistic, or
leadership.

Award amounts range in the low
hundreds to tens of thousands of
dollars.

What is a 
scholarship

Why should you
apply?

When it comes to institutional
scholarships (those you receive
from the government or
college/university which you plan
to attend), the more money you
are awarded, the less money you’ll
have to borrow. 

More money on hand for tuition
and college-related expenses may
mean that the school that was
previously out of reach for
financial reasons could now be a
viable option.

You are more likely to graduate:
75% of scholarship recipients
graduate with a bachelor degree
in 6 years, compared to only 60%
of students who did not receive
any scholarship money.

How to find outside
scholarships:

Use a reputable scholarship
search service, like Big Future,
Fastweb, or Scholarships.com.
Or try searching Google using the
name of your academic major or
hobby, along with the word
“scholarship”. For instance,
search “dance scholarship” or
“Boy Scout scholarship” to find
scholarships targeted specifically
to your interests.

An online search is a fast and easy
way to find private scholarships
meant for students with your
background and aspirations. 

Another place to look for
scholarships is right in your own
community. Research scholarship
opportunities offered by local
foundations and service
organizations, libraries, religious
groups, your employer, and your
parents’ employers.Be aware of 

scams:
If you have to pay money to
receive money, it’s likely a scam.
Never invest more than the cost
of a postage stamp to find out
about a scholarship program or
to apply to one.

Look out for any red flags, such
as any guarantee up-front that
you will win a scholarship. If it
sounds  too good to be true, it
probably is.  

Never give out personal
information, like your bank
account number, credit card
number, or social security
number to apply for a
scholarship.

How to
apply:

Once you’ve compiled a list of
scholarships for which you
meet the requirements, it’s
time to apply. Programs will
vary somewhat on their
requirements, but all of them
generally will want you to
submit an essay, some
demographic information and
letters of recommendation.
There may also be a required
interview during the
application process.
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https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.google.com/


Do Apply Any Time - There is no wrong time to apply for a
scholarship. Apply before high school, during high school, or
even when you’re already in college.

Do Proofread Your Application - There will likely be several
qualified applications vying for the same scholarship dollars. A
sloppy application, loaded with spelling or grammatical errors,
could take you out of the running.

Do Follow Application Directions - Be sure your application is
complete and that you’ve included all requested information.

Do Use Selection Committee Comments to Improve Future
Applications - If you’re turned down for a scholarship, use the
feedback you receive to up your game the next time around.

Do Apply to All Scholarship Programs for Which You’re Eligible
- To a degree, winning a scholarship is a “numbers game”. The
more you apply for, the better your chances of receiving one or
more. 

Do Be Mindful of the Effort You Put Forth vs. the Potential
Reward - If an application for a low dollar amount scholarship
will take you too many hours to complete, it may not be worth
your time.

Do Apply Again - You may have the opportunity to reapply for
the same scholarship next year.

Don’t Miss Application Deadlines - A late submission could
disqualify you from consideration.

Don’t Omit Required Information - Check and double-check
that your application is complete.

Don’t Apply for an Award for Which You Don’t Qualify - There
are more than enough scholarship programs that do meet your
qualifications. Apply to those.

Don’t Write an Essay that May Offend the Reader - This is not
the place to tackle controversial topics.

Don’t Exaggerate or Lie

Don’t Be Discouraged if You Don’t Win– Winners may be chosen
randomly from all qualified applicants. It’s nothing personal.

Do's and Don'ts:
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Next Steps:
You won’t be awarded any
scholarships for which you
don’t apply. So: 

Start by focusing on
institutional scholarships,
the type of award money
that comes directly from
the government or the
college/university you plan
to attend.

Add private scholarships to
the mix by conducting an
online search. You’ll be
amazed at the many types
and sizes of private
scholarships available to all
kinds of students.

Speak with your school
counselor for scholarship
sources you may not have
considered.

Reach out to local
organizations and ask your
parents to speak with their
HR departments.

And start applying! 


